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Political mo:am.mﬂm

will be required

By Shelby Tabeling

‘What are your deepest-held hopes for
your children and grandchildren? Opportu-
nities for successful and productive lives?

" That is our hope for all Tennesseans.

The Tennessee Conference on Social
Welfare (TCSW) believes the 2009-10 state

_, iR _budget will reveal our degree of commit-

ment to thriving families and communities,
both now and for future generations. Estab-
lished ir: 1913 to bring sorely needed serv-
ices to Tennessee, in 2009 we are address-
ing the most drastic health- and.
social-services dismantling in decades.

H.Omdc. holds an unshakable belief that
Tennessee will rise only
when proven preventive
services, as well as those for
people in crisis, are in place.
A snapshot of the excruciat-
ing choices before our deci-
sion-makers reveals a roller-

B coaster ride of devastating
Tabeling cuts, some full restorations,
one-year restorations and further cuts and
restorations on the horizon.

At the brink of legislative adjowrnment,
we are faced with extinction or deep cuts ir:

# Early intervention services at the core
of prevention, building nm@mnﬁmm for the
future.

B Evidence-based noBBﬁEQ -based
services, preserving community safety and
reducing homelessness, costly incarceration
and long-term institutionalization. Those
include suicide prevention, peer supports
and crisis services for the mentally iil,
recovery services$, the medically needy pro-
gram, coordinated school health, services to
children and special populations, supports
to families of the developmentally disabled
and geriatric care, Multimillion-dollar cuts
in court-ordered mental health services raid

resources for essential preventive programs.

Time is short on budget negotiation

Proven services given a Qne-year-only
reprieve through stirnulus funding include
family resource centers, safe-schools pro-
grams, Juvenile Cowrt prevention programs,
Shaken, and home-visitation programs to
improve parenting skills and prevention of
child abuse.

Recent administration restorations
include services for relative caregivers of
children with no parental home, youth
group homes and other critical services. On
behalf of educators, law enforcement and
Tennesseans most at risk, we express deep
appreciation for the hard work by the
adrninisitation and General Assembly in
finding common ground. The harder work
lies in what we must achjeve together dur-
ing the next seven days.

While TCSW applauds prudent steward-
ship of the $833.6 million in state reserves,
recent federal rule changes no longer
require $347 million of those. An additional
state savings of neatly $200 million during
the year is.estimated from TenaCare enroll-
ment changes. The $20 million-$33 million,
depending upon priorities, needed for 2009-
10 services is minuscule compared to avail-
able funding. Even the nearly twice that"
needed next year, if stimulus money is not

" available, is doable. More detailed informa-

tion is at Www.ICSW.0Ig.

. Ves, shortfalls and further reductions are
sure to come. We believe Tennessee still
can, and must, fund service cuts this vear
‘and beyond until staté revenue sireams are
improved. In the words of Latamera Wood-

ey, TCSW Midd}e Region president,

“Effective government is a combination of

»

" lean overhead and a Hmp.mmmm of proven serv-

,wwm budget is amoral document map-
ping our vision for the future. Your deci-
sion-makers need your support for a politi-
cal will to retain intact, cost-effective

- systems that build stronger children and

families, safer communities and a produc-
tive economic base for Tennessee.

TODAY’S TOPIC

““Shelby Tabeling, MEW, is executive director of the Tennes-

see Conference on Sotial Welfare, with a mission of
jmproving the social and economic well-baing of Tenness-
sans, particularly thase most vulnerable.



